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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Please amend the abstract as follows: 


An internal combustion engine for an outboard motor that comprises at least one 
combustion chamber formed by at least a engine body, a cylinder head assembly and a piston that 
moves relative to the engine body and the cylinder head assembly. A crankshaft extends in a 
generally vertical direction and is coupled to the piston such that movement of the piston causes 
the crankshaft to rotate. A port is in comtBttaiQation with tho combustion chombor, A valv e is 
movoable botwoon open and clos e d posk 4e fi s- of th e port . A camshaft is joumaled for rotation 
and extends generally parallel to the crankshaft* The camshaft includes at least one cam 
configured to open and close ^ a valve, A rotor ia attaohod an upp e r end of tho oomshaft -e^d-ig 
position e d for at l e ast -f artial rotation within a homing. The rotor d e finoG at loaa^a - first spac e 
and a socond Gpacc within said housing. A driven memb e r is coup te d - to - the housing. A driv e 
m o mbor io - eoupled to an uppor ond of tho output shaft. Th e- drivo - mcmber is couplod to tho 
drivo a - mcmber such that rotation of tho driv e member is transmitted to the driv e n mombor. A 
control valve for a variable valve timing mechanism is positioned within a common hydrauHc 
passage having a first opening and a second opening. A first hydraulio passage is in 
communication with tho first spaoo and th e first oponing and -- a second hydraulio passag e - in 
communication with tho second s pac e and second opening. Th e control valvo is oonfigured to 
soloctivoly - opcn and clos e th e first and r s e eond openings such that hydmulio fluid is pref e r e ntially 
s uppli e d to e ither tho firot opacc or the s e cond space. T he control valve is positioned generally 
along an axis that is perpendicular to the camshaft. 
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